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Comunity Involvement
Presenter: Jeanna Erwin

E
Kankakee Valley Chapter
Eagle Award N o*'nination Attachment

We’re very prouli of our fundraising events, educational chapter meetings and our
yummy dinners, but we all agree, when you’re able to help someone less fortunate,
that’s a HIGH PbINT in our Chapter achievements.

November, 2000 ! roved to be quite cold in our area, and the Kankakee Valley
Chapter and it’s articipating credit unions wanted to do something to “warm” the
community. The Chapter acted quickly, and hosted a COAT DRIVE for the needy
in Kankakee County. We contacted the Salvation Army, lacal churches and other
non-profit organjzations. The Salvation Army commented people were coming in
daily requesting coats. One local church mentioned they had a list of adults and
children who weze very much in need of coats. That’s all it took! We made flyers
and passed them jout fo the credit unions to post in their lobbies. We contacted a
local dry cleanerithat was willing to work with us and plckng the coats at all of the
participating credit unions. Our deadline was November 30", Due to the
overwhelming response, we extended the coat drive, twice! We immediately applied
for a grant g our approved expenses for dry cleaning were going to be quite
higher than anticipated. Thanks to the help from the Foundation and il the credit
unions, we were sble to deliver to the community 270 coats, Talk about a “warm
and fuzzy” feeling. '

One of the momelnts that stand ont clearly from this experience, was when we
delivered coats tg a church that assists low income Hispanics in the area. Little did
we know, at the time of delivery that the children would be there upon our arrival.
The nuns all dressed in boots and coats helped unload our truck full of goodies.
Several of the adylts and children came out to see if there was a coat that fit them.
A couple of them|had come to the church only in jackets. Most of them could not
spezk English, but the smile on their faces was easy to understand. We made their
day! But wait, tﬂey asked if we might have one more for the 3 year-old, brown eyed,
beautiful little She paraded in front us, turned around in a circle so we could
examine the perfect fit. We scarried through our pile and found a shiny purple one
that fit wonderfu,hy. She smiled and so did her mother. They couldn’t thank us
enough! !

It was a reward 18 experience for all. It provided our underlying philosophy of
. “people helping Qeople, and helped enhance the image of credit unions in general,




Eagle Award

Nomination for the Illinois Quad Cities Chapter

Chad Pregracke, founder of the Mississippi River
Beautification & Restoration Project, has cleaned up
more than 100 miles of shoreline and moved more
than 45,000 pounds of junk along the Mississippi
River. Some three hundred propane tanks, one
hundred and seventy nine refrigerators, four
motorcycles, two Jacuzzis, and seven lawn mowers
later, Chad has made a difference.

The Illinois Quad Cities Chapter became involved with Chad Pregracke and his project in
February 2000 with Chad speaking at our February Chapter Meeting. There was much interest
to learn how we as a Chapter could help after listening to Chad tell about all of the garbage that
is out on the banks of the MISSISSlppl Chad and his project worked solely off of donations and
sponsorships, and the Project was in desperate need of a truck. The Quad City Chapter felt this
community .- project
and so we began to
get involved with

Chad and his Project.

Our Chapter headed

up the efforts to get Thanks For
donations from our Your Support
Chapter Credit

Unions to purchase a A usri,

truck for the Project. B

We then expanded to v -
include the Great D

River Chapter of ec
Iowa. When all was said and done, the Quad Clty Chapter had ralsed well over $10 000 enough
money to purchase a % ton pickup truck for the Mississippi River Beautification & Restoration
Project (see above photo). In appreciation Chad Pregracke had a sign made for his truck stating
that the truck was donated by the Quad Cities Area
Credit Unions.

AMERICA'S

CREDIT UNIONS"

WBere poupie e wenth mere Mo mewrs

Once we had achieved the goal of purchasing a T:_e ‘:J”“_“““ Tlinols ’:‘" Fastem ’f°: Sﬂ'ﬁ"’_ﬁf’ }
truck for the Project, our Chapter took the lead and ™ - g Do sponsors of e i
created a sponsor page (on right) within Chad’s

website, www.cleanrivers.com. The Credit Unions  Servingover 200.000 Quad City members, with asscts
who had websites then had a direct link to their %8 ¥!,000:000:000 your Quad City credit unions

S . L. continue their “People 1 felping People™ philosophy by
own individual site within the sponsor page. donating a truck to Chad Pregracke and his

Bceautification & Restoration Project.

The followmg credit unions are proud sponsors

Atcon Employces & Community CU KONE Employecs CU
Community & Catholic CU Moline Municipat CU

Urcere & Company CU Reketos Employccs CU

Deere Harvester CU R.LA. Foderat CU

The Famity Ct Rock Island Postal Employces CU

Gas & Elccrric CU Service Plas CU




In late June 2000, the last cleanup effort, of our
Chapter involvement with the Project was to sell $1.00
River Badges (on left) at all of our Chapter Credit
W Union locations. Members or staff could purchase

' these badges for $1.00 and sign their name to be
displayed within the Credit Unions. The monies
raised would be donated to Chad Pregracke and his
Project. A Quad Cities River Relief clean up took

s 4,4,;,, y o de P Thoe place in early July with over 160 people volunteering
Phirsissinms ;é, 24 their time to cleanup the Quad City shorelines.
1 wer Shortly after Labor Day 2000, the River Badge money

was gathered raising nearly $1,000 to benefit the
Project.

The Quagd Cities Chapter played a large role in the entire Mississippi River Beautification &
Restoration Project success in 2000. The news of our Chapter and the Great River Chapter
purchasing a truck spread quickly throughout the Credit Union community. In resporise to that,
Credit Unions as far up as Dubuque contacted the Project and wanted to know how they too
could help be a part of the Project.

We had such a great response from Chad speaking at our Chapter meeting last year that he will
again be speaking at this months Chapter meeting. Chad was featured in the July issue of Time
and People Magazine along with many articles in our Quad City newspapers. The Quad Cities
Chapter plans to once again support Chad Pregracke and his Mississippi River Beautification &
Restoration Project. The Quad Cities Chapter had a great time participating with this wonderful
community project. We felt that we have made our Quad Cities communities more aware of the
problems facing our rivers.
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